OBJECTIVES:
The prevalence of COPD in China has been estimated at approximately 8%, with only a third of patients receiving a diagnosis. The overall prevalence it is expected to rise considerably. The aim of this study was to quantify the burden associated with this condition in urban China. METHODS: Data from the 2010 China National Health and Wellness Survey (NHWS) were used (Nϭ19,954). The NHWS is a self-reported survey administered to the adult population of urban China using a mixed methodology. Respondents with varying levels of self-reported COPD severity (mild or moderate/severe) were compared with those who did not report a COPD diagnosis on health status (using the SF-12v2 instrument). Regression modeling controlled for demographics (age, gender, education), health behaviors (smoking status, exercise behavior, alcohol use), and comorbidities (BMI level and Charlson comorbidity index). RESULTS: A total of 890 patients reported a diagnosis of COPD (4.46%). Most patients reported their condition as mild (nϭ697; 78.31%) with the remaining patients reporting their condition as either moderate or severe (nϭ193; 21.69%). Even after adjusting for covariates, patients with moderate/ severe COPD reported significantly worse mean mental (44.90 vs. 46.26) and physical (47.26 vs. 49 .59) component summary scores compared with those without COPD (pϽ.05). Similarly, patients with moderate/severe COPD reported significantly worse health state utilities compared with those without COPD (0.68 vs. 0.71). No health status differences were observed between those with mild COPD and those without COPD. CONCLUSIONS: The results suggest a significant burden among those who reported a diagnosis of COPD in urban China. As the prevalence of COPD continues to rise, a greater emphasis on disease management could result in an improvement in health status. 
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OBJECTIVES:
Although the prevalence of asthma in China has been estimated between 1-2%, it is expected to rise considerably. The aim of this study was to quantify the burden associated with the condition in urban China. METHODS: Data from the 2010 China National Health and Wellness Survey (NHWS) was used (Nϭ19,954). The NHWS is a self-reported survey administered to the adult population of urban China using a mixed methodology. Respondents who reported that they had been diagnosed with asthma were compared with those who had not on health status (using the SF-12v2), work productivity (using the WPAI) and selfreported health care resource use in the past six months. Regression modeling controlled for demographics, health behaviors, and comorbidities. RESULTS: A total of 326 patients reported a diagnosis of asthma (1.63% significantly higher among those with a diagnosis of asthma in the past six months. CONCLUSIONS: The results suggest a significant burden among those who reported a diagnosis of asthma in urban China. As the prevalence of asthma continues to rise, a greater emphasis on disease management could result in a large improvement in health outcomes. 8 (out of 23) . The overall mean knowledge score among all TB patients, however, was 10.75Ϯ4.9. Statistical significance difference was observed between the mean knowledge scores of Libyan and Non-Libyan TB patients (PϽ 0.001). CONCLUSIONS: The present study findings reflect that overall level of knowledge among study respondents was low. Moreover, Libyan TB patients scored better as compared to their counter parts. Further investigation using a regression model is advisable to highlight factors affecting knowledge among TB population in Libya. This will help in designing a health educational campaign for all TB patients in Libya. Social and Administrative Pharmacy, School of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Universiti Sains Malaysia, Minden, Penang, Malaysia, 6 King Saud University, Riyadh, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
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OBJECTIVES:
To assess the level of Tuberculosis (TB) related knowledge among general public in North East Libya. METHODS: A cross sectional study was undertaken in 2009. A pre-validated questionnaire consisting of 23 items was sent to 1500 residents among five cities in North East Libya. In addition to the demographic details, the survey instrument was designed to collect information relating to transmission, diagnosis, risk factors, treatment and prevention of TB. All data was analyzed using SPSS version 16.0. Descriptive analysis was used to present demographic data. Inferential statistics (Chi-square test and one-way ANOVA) were used whenever appropriate. P value of less than 0.05 was considered as significant. RESULTS: Majority of the respondents (nϭ965, 96.5%) have heard about TB. Television (nϭ447, 44.7%), health workers (nϭ242, 24%) and family members (nϭ189, 19%) were the main sources of knowledge regarding TB. Libyans (nϭ883, 88.3%) dominated the cohort, however the gender distribution was equal (nϭ500, 50%) for males and females. The overall knowledge towards TB among general population was measured as low. Mean knowledge score was 11.4Ϯ3.9 which was significantly higher among Libyans (11.7Ϯ3.8) than non Libyans (9.7Ϯ4.7, tϭ26.13) (PϽ0.001). In addition, respondents with tertiary education had significantly higher knowledge scores (11.8Ϯ 3.5) compared to those of intermediate (11.6Ϯ 4.4) and illiterate (7.7Ϯ5.5), [Fϭ19.34, Pϭ0.001] . CONCLUSIONS: This study reveals that knowledge towards TB within the population is poor. It is therefore suggested that specialized educational programs should be developed for community members to promote awareness towards TB.
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